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I
Child
Greetings on this Mother's Day. Someone has made a list of nine things a Mother would never say. See if your Mom would ever say these things:
1. "How on earth can you see the TV sitting so far back?" Anybody?
2. "Yeah, I used to skip school a lot, too."
3. "Just leave all the lights on . . . it makes the house look more cheery."
4. "Let me smell that shirt Yeah, it's good for another week."
5. "Go ahead and keep that stray dog, honey. I'll be glad to feed and walk him every day."
6. "Well, if Timmy's mom says it's OK, that's good enough for me."
7. "The curfew is just a general time to shoot for. It's not like I'm running a prison around here."
8. "I don't have a tissue with me . . . just use your sleeve."
9. "Don't bother wearing a jacket the wind-chill is bound to improve." (1)
Well, someone has to make sure we all survive childhood. And usually that task falls to Mom.
I can't imagine a better lesson for Mother's Day than one that begins like this: "If anyone loves me, he will obey . . ." That is what Christ says to us in our text for the day. Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him..."
There is an undeniable link between love and obedience. We can threaten a child to be obedient. We can punish an act of willful defiance. But the only way that our children will internalize the values we want for them will be if they know they are connected to us by a bond of love that cannot be broken. So it is in our relationship with God.
1. It is important that we obey God's commands.
2. Our obedience grows out of our love for God.
3. Christ's teachings were given to us out of God's love for us.




Adult
A newspaper reporter went to interview a successful entrepreneur. "How did you do it?" he asked. "How did you make all this money?" 
"I'm glad you asked," the entrepreneur replied. "Actually, it's a rather wonderful story. You see, when my wife and I married, we started out with a roof over our heads, some food in our pantry, and five cents between us. I took that nickel, went down to the grocery store, bought an apple, and shined it up. Then I sold it for ten cents." 
"What did you do then?" the reporter asked.  
"Well," he said, "then I bought two more apples, shined them up, and sold them for twenty cents." The reporter thought this would be a great human interest story. 
"Then what?" the reporter asked excitedly. "Then my father-in-law died and left us $20 million," the businessman said. That man prospered not because of his own ingenuity, but because he was connected. 
Connected. Think about that word for a moment. What does it mean to be connected?
I. It Means Power
First of all, it means power, doesn't it?  We hear someone say, "I have connections." It means "I have access to power, wealth. I can get it done." 
There's a humorous story about another successful businessman who was invited to deliver the commencement address at a school. He elected to speak on the subject, "How to Succeed." As he entered the door leading to the auditorium stage, he noticed the word PUSH printed in bold letters on the outside. He thought that would be a good theme for his speech PUSH. When he hit the high point of his speech, he said, "I can sum up my message in one word," and he pointed to the door . . . and the students started laughing. Puzzled, the speaker looked at the door. Printed on the inside was not the word PUSH but the word PULL. (1) That is how many people succeed not because of their PUSH but because of their PULL because they are connected to someone who is powerful. How often have we said, "It is not WHAT you know, but WHO you know"? 
Julius Little of Greenville, North Carolina was hospitalized for congestive heart failure. The doctor warned him his recovery would be slow. His daughter Judy told him not to worry. "Everybody in my church is praying for you," she said. Still, he said, he was fearful. In a matter of days, though, he began to rally. In fact, in practically no time he felt like himself again. Even his doctor was amazed at the progress. He saw no reason why Julius and his wife, LaRue, couldn't go through with their travel plans to visit Opryland in Nashville, Tenn., on their way to visit Judy in Blue Springs, Mo. 
And so they made their way to Opryland. It was hot and crowded in the theme park, so LaRue rested on a shady bench while Julius went to find a cold drink. LaRue struck up a conversation with two friendly ladies sitting beside her on the bench. They couldn't believe it when LaRue told them she and her husband were on their way to Blue Springs, Mo. to visit their daughter. "Why, I'm from Blue Springs!" said one of the women. "What's your daughter's name?" 
Julius walked up just as this friendly woman said that she was a member of Judy's prayer chain. Then she exclaimed to Julius, "I've been praying for you. I thought you were really sick . . . What in the world are you doing standing here?"   Julius smiled sheepishly. "I'm standing here," Julius said, "because of you." (2) 
Julius is convinced he was standing there because he was connected. He was connected to the ultimate source of power and healing. That is the first thing we mean when we say we are connected. We have power.
II. We Have a Presence.
To be conected also means we have a presence.  We have a presence in our lives. We are not alone. Someone shares our life. Someone is there for us. Is there anyone sadder than the person who is not connected to somebody?   Consider the alleged Unabomber an obviously intelligent man who reportedly committed bizarre and cruel acts. Can we help but deduce that part of his problem was that he cut himself off from family, colleagues, and friends? There is something about isolation that does something to the human spirit, whether that isolation is chosen or whether it is caused by circumstances beyond our control. 
Many of you have had the experience of being cut off from someone you love by death or divorce. There is no more devastating experience in life, is there? The loneliness and the sense of isolation can be overwhelming. All kinds of experiences can cause us to feel disconnected. 
Sometimes it's having your children grow up and leave home. I understand that there is a luncheon group of older mothers in New York. They call themselves the "It Wouldn't Hurt You to Call Me Once in a While" club. 
Paul Tournier tells a story about a lonely lady he once knew who turned on her radio every night just to hear an announcer with a friendly voice say, "We bid you a very good evening." She felt the announcer was the only person who cared about her. (3) 
There is a program at the University of Florida in which veterinary students staff a hotline to help grieving pet owners cope with the death of their precious animal friends. The students receive specialized training to learn how to counsel and assist callers experiencing painful emotions. "There is a tremendous need for such a service," says faculty member Thomas Lane, who spearheaded the project. Growing numbers of single and elderly people rely on pets for companionship, feeling the death of a pet as strongly as that of a family member or friend. (4) If you don't think people can grieve over the loss of a pet, you know nothing about loneliness. Isolation is a terrible way to live. 
Tim Kimmel in his book, Little House on the Freeway, tells about his mother, who died of cancer. From the time the doctors discovered it to the time it took her life was only five months. Her decline was swift and unstoppable. Surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy had no effect on it. It was difficult for the family to watch her die. 
Tim and his younger brother flew 2,000 miles to see her three times in the five months that she was sick. During the last month Tim called every morning to see how she made it through the night, and every night to see how she made it through the day. Tim's father stayed with his beloved wife every day. Tim's three other brothers and sister all lived in the area. They stopped by regularly, almost daily, to be with her. 
Shortly before Tim's mom died, a wealthy, influential member of that small community was admitted to the intensive care unit for observation. On the third night of his stay in the hospital, he had a discussion with the nurse who was preparing him to go to sleep for the night. Tim called the unit shortly after she finished working with this wealthy gentleman. She couldn't help but relate their conversation to Tim. 
This young nurse was a committed Christian. She knew of Tim's family's love for Christ and of his mother's quiet but compelling testimony. She told him that the man she talked with was one of the most powerful men in the community. He wielded great influence, even at the hospital. Yet he had lain in that hospital room for three days without a single visitor. He had a wife, and he had children, but they had not come by. 
As she was giving him his medicine, he inquired of the patient in the private room. "Oh, that's Mrs. Kimmel," the nurse replied. He wanted to know about Tim's father and his brothers and sister. She told him all about them and mentioned that her two sons out of town had flown back to see her several times and called daily to check on her status. He asked about Tim's mom's condition. "Mrs. Kimmel will die any day," the nurse told him. "If she lives a week, we'll all be surprised." At that point this man of influence dropped his head back on his pillow and got quiet. Just before she walked away, he looked up at her with tears in his eyes. "You know," he said in a husky voice, "I would gladly trade places with Mrs. Kimmel and die a week from now, if for that week I could have a spouse and children who care enough about me not to make me die alone." (5) 
We all have a need to be connected. We need to know that there are people who care about us. We need to know that we are not alone. Of course, this is where our faith comes in in a powerful way. Our faith tells us we are not alone. We are never alone no matter how isolated our situation seems. 
Columnist Sheila Graham had a compelling interview with Ruby Bridges Hall sometime back. Maybe that name doesn't strike a bell. It will for some of you if I describe what Ruby went through as a child. 
Ruby looked like a typical first-grader. With a big bow in her hair and lunch box in hand, she climbed the steps of William Frantz Elementary School for the first day of school. But little else was typical about that day in November 1960. Though she wasn't aware of it, Ruby had been chosen to be the first African-American child to integrate this particular New Orleans grade school. Every day on her way to school, escorted by armed federal marshals, she braved angry whites shouting at her as she entered an empty classroom. White parents had moved their children to other schools. Ruby did not realize until later, when a little boy told her why he couldn't play with her, that she was the reason for all the commotion. 
In her interview Sheila Graham noted that even in this stressful situation of having mobs scream at her, little Ruby prayed every day, before and after school, for those who were verbally abusing her. Ruby Bridges Hall explained it this way: "One thing my mother always said to me was that when she couldn't be with me, if I was ever afraid, I should say my prayers . . . Even at night, if I would wake up from a nightmare and want to get up and go to her room, she would immediately ask, Did you say your prayers?' That's where that came from and it sort of stuck with me." (6) Ruby's mother wanted her to know that no matter the situation she was never alone. She was connected. To be connected is to have power. It is to have an eternal presence in your life. It is to know Someone cares about you.
III. To Be Connected Is to Live a Productive Life.
And one thing more, being connected means living a productive life. 
The reason many people fail to achieve great things with their lives is that they lack a focus, they lack a driving sense of purpose. Like Willy Loman in Arthur Miller's play, they live their lives not really knowing who they are. And so they fail to make their mark in the world. If only they could be connected to One who could give them a sense of purpose, a sense of mission, a sense of their place in the world. And of course that is the Good News for the day. We CAN be connected to One who can give us the power, One who can give us the presence, One who can help us live productive lives. 
Jesus put it this way: "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit . . . If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you . . ." 
Here it is the great secret of life. Here is the secret of having real "pull" in the things that matter most. It is to be connected connected to the One who is the ultimate Source of power, to the One who will never forsake us, to the One who will help us live productive, meaningful lives. 
Vineyard owners tell us that the strongest point on any vine is the place where the vine and branch are joined together. If you pull on a branch that goes into a tree it will always break at the trunk of the tree in a tree that is the weakest place. But in a grapevine that is the strongest point. 
That should not surprise us. Christ says to us: I have the strength to provide all your needs. I have the strength to hold you in the time of testing. I will never let you go. When we are joined to him, we have a source of power, presence and purpose. We live productive lives. When we are joined to him we can truly say, "I've got it made. I've got clout. I've got a Friend in high places."
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II Children 
Who knows what love is? (response) Ok, what is love? (response) Now I suppose that your mom's love you...they do don't they? (response) How does your mom love you? What does she do for
you? (response) Those are all very good ways that mom's show their love. Now let me ask you a different question. Do you love your mom? (response) How do you show your love to your mom? What do you do for her? (response) Those are all very good ways to show your love for mom. Who knows what last Sunday was? (response) It was Mother's Day! Did you do anything special to tell mom how much you appreciate her? (response) Maybe make today special for her as a surprise. If she tells you to do something, say, ”Yes. Mom or Mommy” and then do it/ 
Listen to something Jesus said; he said, "If you love me, you will obey me." What did Jesus mean: If you love me, you will obey me? (response) He was telling us that the best way to show our love for God is to obey him and do what he tells us to do. This is also the best way to show our love for Mom and Dad. We need to do what they tell us to do. If she tells you to sit up and eat your lunch then you need to sit up and eat your lunch. If he tells you to pick up your toys then what do you need to do? (response) That's right. If she tells you to be polite and say excuse me, then what are going to do? (response) The best way to show your parents your love is by being obedient and doing what you are asked to do. Then they will know how much you love and care for them. 
A poll taken by the Center for the Governance of Change in the United Kingdom revealed that 25% of European citizens believe that robots and artificial intelligence algorithms would do a better job of making policy decisions than politicians would. [I’m tempted to throw in my two cents worth, but I will refrain], especially as we are getting our mail in ballots for the primary. 
In Germany and the Netherlands, the figures are even higher. According to this poll, citizens throughout Europe are so disillusioned by their political leaders that they believe robots and computers would do a better job of governing their countries than humans would. (1) 
That is a sad commentary on our lack of trust in leaders. When did we become so cynical? I personally am not quite ready to trust a robot or an artificial intelligence program to make policy decisions that decide our laws and regulations and how we run our society. After all who is going to program them Nancy Pelosi or Donald Trump? 
And if you think robot politicians are a little bit scary, then what about robot religious leaders? According to recent news stories Buddhist, Hindu and Protestant Christian communities in Japan, China, India and Germany are now experimenting with robot priests who can provide pre-programmed blessings and even deliver sermons or perform funeral rites. And they don’t have to wear masks. Because they will never know what it is like to be sick. They will be programmed with pious platitudes to say to sick because they can never be empathetic 
What are the benefits of having a robot spiritual guide? Some people say that they won’t have the biases of human beings. They can learn and update their software, so that they can improve their interactions with humans. A Buddhist temple steward in China had this to say about the robot priest who presided over his temple services, “This robot will never die; it will just keep updating itself and evolving. With (artificial intelligence), we hope it will grow in wisdom to help people overcome even the most difficult troubles.” (2) 
Interesting. A spiritual leader that will keep updating itself and evolving and never die—does anyone see a problem with that? Well, I do. Artificial intelligence may be able to evolve, but it will never know the power of the Holy Spirit guiding it. It may be able to update itself, but it will never have the Spirit of truth living inside of it. And a spiritual leader who never faces his or her own death can’t offer us an example of wisdom, grace or courage when we wrestle with the meaning of life. How do you live fully and faithfully in the limited time you have on this earth? Think of the witness of John Paul II. Can a software program relate to the internal struggles of facing your own mortality? 
Adult 
In our passage today, Jesus knows that he is heading toward his death. He needs his disciples to express exactly how much they trust his leadership. What will they remember of his message and his mission after he is gone? What is the one thing his disciples will need to carry on his work and transform the world? 
Jesus had a good reason to ask this question. In chapter 13, the passage leading up to this one, Jesus had knelt down like the lowliest servant and washed his disciples’ feet. I’d say these men were in shock, humbled, confused by his actions. But we only know for sure how Simon Peter and Judas felt. Simon objected and tried to stop Jesus. And Judas Iscariot simply left the group. He never returned to the disciples’ fold. 
We can profess our love all day long—but how do we prove it? Judas had lived with Jesus and eaten with him and ministered with him for three years. He had all the marks of someone who loved Jesus. But, in the end, he betrayed the Master. 
When you’re in leadership, it’s difficult to know whom to trust. People may follow you because they are drawn to your energy, or your popularity, or your vision. But leaders know that just because someone follows you, it doesn’t mean they love you. It doesn’t mean they will carry on your work when you’re not there. How do you tell the difference? 
This was Jesus’ last major rallying cry before his arrest and crucifixion. He needed to know which of his disciples would tough it out and follow his example, and which ones would give up and walk away. Which ones would fall on their sword for him and which ones would fall to pieces. 
And that’s a question we have to answer in the church today. It’s so easy to be a Christian in our culture. We don’t face significant persecution or risk by declaring our faith. Of course this is not the first time Churches were closed. Depending upon your diocese during the Spanish flu Catholic churches were closed from two to five months. Local newspapers printed the sermons from the local Churches and some Catholics received communion without Mass, which may have contributed to three Irish priests in the state of Washington in the same rectory of dying. So when the doors are opened: There are churches in every community in our nation. There are Christian television stations and radio stations and Christian movie streaming services and we have Channel 6 here, where some can’t even push 6 on the tv to catch Mass. Celebrities give interviews on their faith in Jesus. Just about every major presidential candidate claims to be a Christian, or at least to respect Christian values. Christians in our culture look and act just like everybody else. So how do you tell the difference? 
Jesus said the difference is found in this: “If you love me, keep my commands.” That’s easy enough. If we love Jesus, we keep his commands. So if we don’t keep his commands, no amount of Christian t-shirts and Christian podcasts and soul-searching small group discussions will help. If we love him, we will keep his commands. 
So what are Jesus’ commands? We could look at the very first command Jesus made in the book of John 1: 43 when he told Philip, “Follow me.” Or we could look at his last command in John 21: 22, when he told Peter, “You must follow me.” But in between these first and last chapters, Jesus gave a crystal-clear command that was at the very heart of his ministry 2,000 years ago and is still the heart of his ministry to this very day. It’s in John 13: 34-35: “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
It’s interesting what Jesus left out here. He didn’t command the disciples to be eloquent preachers or skilled leaders or courageous witnesses to an unbelieving society. He commanded them to love one another just as he had loved them. A commandment, coming from God in the flesh, is non-negotiable. It’s not what Jesus wished for us or recommended for us. It’s what he commanded us to do. 
Actually, every one of God’s commands is a challenge to us, but it’s also a gift to us. God’s commands protect us from harm and provide order and justice in human relationships. So we can hear the word “command” as a burden or a challenge, or we can hear it as a gift. And I think that’s what Jesus intended with his new commandment. Loving like Jesus loves is the central requirement for discipleship because it gives our life purpose, it requires a sacrifice, and it changes lives. 
Loving like Jesus gives our life purpose. In this sense, Jesus’ command is a gift. How many of us know people who are never satisfied, who are always chasing after some accomplishment or milestone that will give them a sense of purpose? It’s exhausting and frustrating to build your life around titles or accomplishments or image. 
When you base your life’s purpose on external values or achievements, then you are always living with a divided mind. Nothing is ever good enough. You never know when you have fulfilled your purpose. Jesus gave us a gift when he took this conflict away from us. 
When Jesus commanded us to love one another as he loved us, he was removing our own agenda and priorities and replacing them with his own. The moment you accept Jesus, your life purpose becomes loving others like Jesus did. No title or accomplishment can provide the joy and satisfaction of putting love into action on behalf of others. 
When Roger was in junior high his parents divorced and he moved to Ohio with his mother and siblings into a crowded house. He spent most nights sleeping on a cold floor or in a tiny closet. “It’s just the situation we were in,” Roger remembers. 
Roger’s childhood struggles taught him to be sensitive to others in need, and to build his life around something more than his own happiness. Then one day Roger came across a statistic about how many children didn’t have beds in his home county of Lorain, Ohio. Stunned by this information, he decided to do something about it. 
He found a nonprofit organization in Idaho called Sleep in Heavenly Peace that makes bunk beds for children in need. Roger flew to Idaho to learn how to make the bunk beds, then flew back to Ohio to start a chapter of this non-profit in his hometown. He recruited a team of volunteers and sponsors, and they began making bunk beds for children in need in Lorain, Ohio. 
“It’s all worth it when you see the smiles on the faces of these kids,” Roger says. “There was this one little girl who asked: why are you doing this? I told her, because we love you.” (3) 
Roger found his life’s purpose in building bunk beds for children who didn’t have a bed. In other words, he found his life purpose in loving others. And his commitment to this purpose brings him great joy and inspires and touches the lives of others. Jesus’ mission and message live on in his work. 
Loving like Jesus also requires sacrifice. Sacrificing some part of yourself for something or someone you love only enlarges your love and grows you into the person God created you to be. In fact, I would argue that sacrifice is the greatest proof of love. Jesus told his disciples in our passage for today that if we love him, then he will show himself to us. What an astounding promise! Jesus will show himself to those who love him. And Jesus gave us the ultimate example of sacrificing himself for those he loved. So when we sacrifice ourselves in an act of love, we are letting the spirit of Jesus come alive in us. 
Maryknoll just did a commissioning ceremony of lay men and women who have been trained to be missionaries along side their priests and brothers. Sometimes, they are fresh out of college and want a challenge before working, sometimes they are whole families who want to see a different way of being Christian and sometimes they are retired. Some sacrifices are great and some are small. 
. You may have noticed that some of the DFAC staff are very friendly towards me and call me Uncle. When I was in college I worked in a warehouse and I believed in giving to charity. I gave money each month to the Aid to the Church in need. I “adopted” a ten year old boy. He had no family and when 14 wanted to get a skill. He wanted to go into shoe repair. Aid from my monthly contributions sent him to school not only to learn how to repair shoes but to run a shoe repair business.. When he was on his own, we kind of lost communication. His story goes on and he married a young girl and they had three children. They had a good life. One of their boys with the help of another charity went to a culinary school.. He also married and had children. Last Christmas, he left Camp Buehring after six years. He came here to send his son to college. The first college graduate in the family. IT all started with his grandfather and a shoe repair business on the streets of India. 
And finally, loving like Jesus changes lives. Love is the most powerful force in the universe because it has the power of life in it. It has the power to create new things, to open minds, to heal hearts, to unite enemies, to make a difference. You cannot carry the power of love in your heart and mind and not be changed. This is how Jesus fulfilled his promise that he will show himself to those who love him. When we love like Jesus, he changes our identity and our priorities into his identity and his priorities. And that change doesn’t just affect our lives. It affects all those around us too. 
Back in 2006, Jean Vanier was receiving a humanitarian award for his work with people with disabilities. 
In 1964, Vanier had witnessed how few social supports were available for people with disabilities in France. His faith in God motivated him to invite two men with intellectual disabilities to come live with him. Vanier discovered that this small sacrifice was a greater blessing to him than it was to his new friends. 
He then began teaching others about the blessings of living in community with people who were different from them. Jean Vanier called his small home L’Arche [rhymes with marsh], which is French for “The Ark.” Vanier’s example inspired people all over the world to follow his example and to also create communities in which people with intellectual and physical disabilities could live among others without those same disabilities as families. Today, there are more than 150 L’Arche homes in 37 countries, all built on the principles of love that Jean Vanier taught. He passed away this year/ 
How did Jesus prepare his disciples to carry on his mission after he was gone? The same way he prepares us today. By giving us a singular purpose that requires sacrifice and that will change our lives. “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
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III
A story from my life. You may have noticed that some of the DFAC staff are very friendly towards me and call me Uncle. When I was in college I worked in a warehouse and I believed in giving to charity. I gave money each month to the Aid to the Church in need. I “adopted” a ten year old boy. He had no family and when 14 wanted to get a skill. He wanted to go into shoe repair. Aid from my monthly contributions sent me to school not only to learn how to repair shoes but to run a shoe repair business.. When he was on his own, we kind of lost communication. His story goes on and he married a young girl and they had three children. They had a good life. One of their boys with the help of another charity went to a culinary school.. He also married and had children. Last Christmas, he left Camp Buehring after six years. He came here to send his son to college. The first college graduate in the family. IT all started with his grandfather and a shoe repair business on the streets of India. 
There are many fine Christian relief organizations at work in our world. It is simply a reminder that sometimes the smallest gift can be used by Christ in a magnificent way. 
Our lesson for the day from John’s Gospel is set at the Last Supper. Jesus is preparing his disciples for his betrayal and crucifixion. The events that are coming will be traumatic for his disciples, but he wants them to know they will not be alone. “ 
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"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, and 
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he will give you another Advocate to be with you always, 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, 
because it neither sees nor knows him.But you know him, because he remains with you,and will be in you.I will 
not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
When I think of orphans, I think of children like those I have sponsored in India, Lebanon and Africa. But somebody did care I did and so did others that kept these charitable organizations going and that made all the difference.
Our lesson for the day says to us that we need not live as orphans. There is someone who cares about us. Think about that for a moment. There are few things that can be more traumatic for human beings than to be orphaned at a young age. What can be more tragic than to be deprived of the love of a parent?
Of course, some very fine people have found themselves in this position. If you type into Google on your computer the search term “famous orphans,” you will read the names of many outstanding people from many different fields who were able to accomplish much in life in spite of this misfortune.
You will read about such people as Eleanor Roosevelt. Roosevelt’s mother, Anna Rebecca Hall, died from diphtheria in 1892. The next year, when Roosevelt was 9 years old, her father Elliott died from the same disease. Eleanor was raised by her maternal grandmother. Maybe this is what gave Roosevelt her great compassion for suffering people the world over when she became this country’s First Lady, as well as in her service as a diplomat, author and writer.
Some other remarkable people were orphaned, not by the death of their parents, but because of a break-up of their families which resulted in them being put up for adoption. Notable among these are people like Steve Jobs, Nelson Mandela, musician John Lennon, President Andrew Jackson, and many others. Many great people have found themselves orphaned.
What I want to say to you, however, is that there are times when all of us feel like orphans. That is, there are times when we all feel helpless, alone, forsaken. Someone close to us is taken from us. Or we are confronted with the reality of our own mortality. Or for some reason we experience intense physical or psychological pain. At such times we may feel that even God has forsaken us.
Some people never recover from this experience of abandonment.
Some of you may remember the name Tom Sutherland, one of the men who was held hostage in Lebanon by terrorists for 6 1/2 years. According to one source, Sutherland was held in 26 different locations during his captivity. Some of his cells were cold, dark, underground holes only six by six in size.
After 18 months of captivity, Sutherland was put in solitary. That, too, was in an underground cell. He became so discouraged that he tried to commit suicide three different times by pulling a plastic bag over his head. Each time, however, he would think of his wife and three daughters and stop short of killing himself.
Tom Sutherland was a Christian when he was taken captive--he had even been an elder in his home church-- but after his experience in Lebanon, he no longer believes in God. When asked why, Sutherland answered, “I prayed so many times, and so hard . . . and nothing happened.” (2)
That is not a rare experience. And some people never quite recover from this dark night of the soul. Their sense of abandonment overwhelms them.
Bass Mitchell, a pastor in West Virginia, tells of working in his first job in a grocery store. He says that he started out as a bag boy but soon he was promoted. He was given his own aisle to stock.
Trucks brought in hundreds of boxes of food every week and he and the other grocery workers had to unpack them and put the stock on the shelves. Almost every week, however, they would open a box and find that some of the cans or cartons had been damaged. Some of the cans . . . had lost their labels, had dents, were crushed. Some were so badly damaged that some of the contents had come out.
Their manager told them not to put these damaged cans on the shelves because no one would buy them. So, they often would place them in a large basket in the front of the store. And on the basket was a large sign that read, “Damaged Goods. Cheap.” But not very many people bought them. Most just ignored them. Often they ended up sending them back to the manufacturers.
“It seems to me,” comments Mitchell on his experience, “that a lot of people, more than you might think, feel like this. Whatever the reason, things they’ve done, things life has done to them, things beyond their control, have made them feel like damaged goods . . . bent out of shape, crushed, of little value to themselves or anyone else.” (3)
To use Jesus’ metaphor, they feel like orphans. They feel that no one cares for them. But someone does care. God cares. God doesn’t want any of His children to feel like orphans.
Some of you remember the story of a man who allowed God to help him overcome his feeling of abandonment. His name was James Cash Penney, better known by his first initials. At one time J. C. Penney was one of this country’s most successful entrepreneurs. He made more than one fortune in his lifetime. But Penney also experienced more than his share of failures and heartbreaks along the way. 
In 1898, Penney went to work for Guy Johnson and Thomas Callahan, who operated some small dry goods stores called Golden Rule Stores. Because of his tireless work ethic and his high ethical and moral standards, Penney succeeded in his work to the point of eventually buying out Johnson and Callahan and renaming the chain of stores. 
But then in 1910, Penney’s wife died, a crushing blow. At a friend’s suggestion, Penney turned to philanthropy as a way to deal with his pain. In 1916, he met his second wife, but eight years later she suddenly died also. Penney married a third time, poured his life into his work, and by 1929 accumulated a net worth of $40 million-- that’s back when $40 million was a lot of money. Then the Great Depression wiped out all his wealth. Devastated emotionally and physically, Penney entered a sanitarium in Battle Creek, Michigan. As he lay in a sanitarium bed one day, he heard a familiar hymn coming from the chapel. The hymn was an old Gospel favorite titled “God Will Take Care of You.” That song contained the message that Penney needed to hear. At this low point in his life he didn’t want to live like an orphan. He wanted to know that someone cared about him. The doctors didn’t expect him to live, but J. C. Penney decided he wasn’t yet ready to give up. He cried out to God for help, and the Lord answered his request. His depression lifted, and soon he left the sanitarium. 
Once again he built his fortune and further established the company we know today as JCPenney. For decades, he gave away millions of dollars and shared his faith in God with anyone who would listen. He died at age ninety-five still trusting that God would take care of him. (4)
Just as a matter of interest, in 1940, during a visit to one of his stores in Des Moines, Iowa, Penney trained a young Penney’s employee named Sam Walton on how to wrap packages with a minimal amount of paper and ribbon. That is the same Sam Walton who went on to found Wal-Mart, the world largest department store chain.
There is power in believing that you are not alone in this world. What a powerful promise Christ made to his disciples, though they could not see it at the time. They couldn’t imagine that in a couple more days he would be put to death. And they certainly couldn’t imagine that he would be resurrected on the third day or that he would send his Holy Spirit upon them fifty days later on the day of Pentecost. But everything he foretold came true. And it is still true today. If you are going through a difficult time right now, take him at his word: “I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.” What great good news that is. 


IV Fr Desiano 
One of the most frequent, and moving, scenes is when children greet parents, and even grandparents, when they have been separated for a while—daddy’s coming home, grandma visiting, mom’s return from the hospital. These scenes have their opposite, too: when children are separated from their parents—maybe they are lost for an hour, or maybe a parent has died, or maybe children a put in cages far from their mothers and fathers—scenes we’ve seen too often. These help us know the primal, instinctive bonding that happens between children and their elders. 
“I will not leave you orphans,” Jesus says to his disciples in today’s Gospel. He wants to spare us the ongoing grief of having been deprived of his presence and his guiding love. Aware as he is of the enormous bonding that has taken place between himself and his followers, Jesus know that they will need special resources if they would continue being his followers—if they would ever mature enough in faith to go forth and act in his name. 
He tells them he will send “another Advocate”—that is, another from God who will provide the resources that he did. What resources” Protection, guidance, and ongoing relationship. Because this is what Jesus gave to his disciples; and this is what Jesus continues to give to his Church through the Holy Spirit. Jesus protects, guides and continues to unite with us through the Holy Spirit that he sends upon us. 
The Spirit’s protection gives us the assurance of God’s resilience and strength, especially when we are threatened. As we’ve read the Scriptures in these days after Easter, we see that proclaiming Jesus involves risk and leads to dangers. The first letter of Peter today speaks of Easter hope to a people who are already living in fear, who have already suffered for faith. “Be ready to give a reason for the hope that is inside of you,” Peter urges; especially the hope that lets us stare down the threats of others. Once we have God’s inner consolation, we are safe from threats and danger. 
The Spirit also guides us. None of us knows what will happen tomorrow, or next week, or next year. Look at how confused we have been throughout this pandemic. So the followers of Jesus need a way to discern steps ahead when new situations arise. The Spirit helps us remember who Jesus is, what he taught, and how he lived. From this we continue to discern how to move ahead into an unclear future. While we do not have the guarantee of never making a mistake, we do have the assurance of Christ’s gift of wisdom. 
The Spirit also connects—connects us with Jesus, us with each other, us with the Father who sustains all because God dwells in all. The Spirit even sees our connections with people we once thought strangers, as we see in the first reading. Jesus has revealed to us the extent of the Father’s care and love for us; he has also shown us how we can trust in, yes, even abide in God. This happens through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who allows us to identify with God in a way that makes all other union we may experience in life only a sharing in that basic union that we have with God. The Spirit lets us see our lives as experiences of divine indwelling. 
We’ve not been left orphans. Jesus loves us so much he continues to protect, guide and unite with us. In this way, if we have received the Spirit, we can continue his work by the way we protect, guide, and love each other. We are not orphans; we can give to others what has been abundantly given to us! 
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