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od Eternal Is Born (tonight)” Thi
hymn and, like most good hym: opposed to
carols, it carries a theological message. Going in
reverse order, the last verse (7) calls upon us to sing “Glory to
God” to “Honor to the Son of God; Honor to our
Lord”. The statement that Jesus Chri Lord ac-
cording to Romans 10:9 “if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.” In this verse we are confessing (saying
what we believe) that Jesus Chri Lord.

The next-to-last verse and the verse before it (5
and 6), express that the wise men left by a differ-
ent route and the wise men bear peaceful greet-
ings. Some look upon the wise men arriving to
give honor after the shepherds as a key point of
the song. In the third verse, the point is made that
the “Shepherds knew, then the kings (knew).” This
shows to God who is more important, the shep-
herds not the Kings.

The next verse (4) proclaims the virginity of
Mary. Our prayers are expressions of our faith. We
believe what we pray and we pray what we be-
lieve. In the prayers of the Church it is the Paschal
Canon, [Ode 4 Second hymn) that proclaim:
male from the virginal womb—Christ, who, as s been
called Lamb.” While this may not be known by many, no one
who has ever worshiped in our Church can say they did not hear,

a very popular

(14

glorify Him.” Our response is the living-out of the song’s words
to honor our Lord. We honor Him because of the first two verses
of the song: “God eternal is born tonight. He came down from
iced. He was born
in Bethlehem, Our Christ, Our Mes-
siah, The Lord of creation was born
here for us.” Our Lord rejoices because
He came to save us. We rejoice because
He was born here forus. Here is a faith
expression that God, the Lord of Cre-
ation, became human for our salvation.

This is the core of our faith. It is ex-
pressed in the Creeds of our Church.
The one we are most familiar with is
the one of the Divine Liturgy, the
Nicean-Constantinoplian Creed. This
Creed from the fourth century states the
faith that we express in song. [Bold is
placed here by the author to show the
points of the hymn.] It says, “/ believe
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-
ther. Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, one in
being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For
us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit, He was born of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.”
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“Remembering our most holy and immaculate, most blessed and
glorious Lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary.” Mary’s
virginity was not questioned for 1,500 years, even Luther and
Calvin believed that she was a virgin.

Seasonally, we greet everyone with “Christ is Born.” “Let us

About a hundred years later, the Church in the Council of
Chalcedon also came up with a Creed. The Creed is preceded
in the acts of the Council by an express confirmation of the
Nicene Creed in both forms, “the Creed of the three hundred-
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eighteen holy Fathers of Nicaa,” and
“the Creed of the hundred-fifty holy
Fathers who were assembled at Constantinople.” The Fathers of
Chalcedon declare that “this wise and saving Creed [of Nicza]
would be sufficient for the full acknowledgment and confirma-
tion of the true religion; for it teaches completely the perfect
doctrine concerning the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and
fully explains the Incarnation of the Lord to those who receive
it faithfully.” The addition of a new Creed is justified by the sub-
sequent Christological heresies (Apollinarianism, Nestorianism,
and Eutychianism). This [new] Creed would probably be too
difficult to use for a Liturgy, but the additional points all focus
on one element. In the Nicene Creed, it states our Lord is “true
God” but makes no statement of His being truly man. It was
here that those other heresies came about.

As the song sang, Christ was born “To save us with His love™.
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Only God could save us. If Jesus was not God, His death on the
Cross would be meaningless. It would be just another human
being dying. All human beings die. No matter how much Jesus
loved us, His death would not have opened the gates to heaven.

If Jesus was not one of us, not truly human in every sense of
the word, His death would also be meaningless. Superman’s
death would not save us nor would the death of a non-human
prophet Jesus.

Only if Jesus is truly divine and truly human would His death
save us and open the gates to heaven. Jesus did this because He
loved us, His creation. “The Lord of creationwas born here for
us.” His purpose was our salvation. To accomplish this goal, the
Divine Son of God had to become truly a human being and this
is why we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord. Christ is Born! Let
us Glorify Him!™

Fr Jonathan Morse




