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Pope Saint Paul VI

nOctober 14, Pope Paul VI was formally acknowledged
s a Saint in the universal Catholic Church. Ukrainian
Catholics may not pay much attention to the occupant
of the Chair of Peter because of their attention to the Father of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church. While Roman Catholics pray for
the Pope twice during Mass, we pray for the Pope five times dur-
ing the Divine Liturgy including during the Preparation of the
gifts. We do so because he is our Father as well. We pray for his
Beatitude the same number of times. But here it is appropriate.
tolook at the Roman Pontiff who ended centuries of silence.
Giovanni Battista Montini became Pope on June 21, 1963,
following the death of the saintly and popular Pope John XXIIL
Pope John had opened the windows of the Church to the world
ushering in a wind of change. That is the common perception,
but the first session of Vatican I was filled with presentations
of the offices of the Vatican, which were expected to be given
the stamp of approval. The Bishops felt they were called to
Rome to advise and were anxious to do so. With the death of
John XXII the question was “would the new Pope continue the

Council or would it just go down into the annals of history?” So
‘when we speak of the changes of the council we are speaking of
the ministry of Paul.

Of particular relevance to Ukrainian Catholics was the papal
approval (Paul V1) and promulgation of Orientalium Eccle-
siarum on November 21, 1964. This document changed the
Catholic view of Eastem Catholics from being members of a
liturgicl rite to members of an individual Church. As an indi-
vidual Church it would be responsible for its own affairs and as
a sui iurds Church it was “consequently of equal dignity, o that
‘none of them is superior tothe others .. and they enjoy the same.
rights and .. same obligations .in ... preaching the Gospel to
the world.” This equality was the basis for the ordination of mar-
ried men in North America.

‘The Council also told Eastern Catholics to return to their tra-
ditions and end of practice of imitating Latin practices, i, re-
ception of communion at Baptism; not having a Roman-style
First Communion. This was part o the restoration of the tradition
of baptism-chrismation-eucharist. This also meant that we were
to become more “orthodox” in our practices.

continue to next page.
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Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras had
Archbishop Takovos of North and South
America meet with Pope John XXIII in
1959. They met on March 17, 1959. This
‘was the first meeting between a represen-
tative of the Patriarch and the Pope since
May, 1547. There was also follow-up per-
sonal correspondence between the Pope
‘and Patriarch, another historical irst. Or-
thodox representatives were present for
Vatican II.

Metropolitan Maximos of Sardis on be-
half of the Patriarch sent a letter to Paul
VI congratulating him on his election.
Paul VI responded to the Patriarch in a
handwritten letter. The last such handwrit-
ten correspondence was in 1584, The let-
ter was published by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate with the title “The Two Sister
Churches,” a reference to the relationship
of Rome and Constantinople found in the
expression of St, Ignatius of Antioch.

‘When Paul’s visitto the Holy Land was
announced, it was noted that exactly a
‘month earlier the Patriarch expressed his
desire to go to Jerusalem. Pope Paul VI
‘wrote to the Ecumenical Patriarch stating
that the Patriarch’s words “struck a pro-
found chord in his heart” AS representa-
tives from each worked out the detais, the
Pontiff conveyed that he would like the
Lord’s Prayer and John 17 be read at the
‘meeting both in Greek and in Latin.

‘The meeting occurred on January Sth
and 6th with the Patriarch having to leave
for celebrations of the Nativity of our
Lord on the 7th. The official report of e
‘meeting given on January 20th “melted
‘away centuries of silence.”

‘The meeting also included the mutual
lifting of excommunications. For those
‘who point to 1054 as the Great Schism,
this act would have ended it and the

Churches should be reunited. But there is
alarge history since that date, which both
the Phanar and the Vatican, since this
‘meeting, have been working on and dis-
cussing. One of the efforts to have a
greater understanding was the Kievan
Study Group hosted by Bishop BasiL
(Losten) and the Ecumenical Patriarch’s
representative was Bishop KALLISTOS
(Ware). It stil continues as we saw Pope
‘Francis meet with Patriarch Bartholomew
I recently.

In December of 1965 the fourth and
final session of Vatican IT was concluded.
Previously, in October of 1965, Pope Paul
VI was the first Pope to leave Italy in over
100 years. He came to New York and met
‘with President John F. Kennedy, the first
Roman Catholic President, and addressed
the United States with the memorable cry,
“Never again War.”

Paul VT’s concern with war, as the Viet
Nam War was being fought, was seen in
s Populorum progressio, which traced
‘war to the root causes of poverty. He ad-
‘vocated the proper development of peo-
ples 5o that there would be no more war.
‘One of the phrases that was taken and used
by those who wanted to advance human
progress in terms of a full human potential
(social, cultural and spiritual) was “devel-
opment s the new word for peace.”

‘The Pontiff reminded the Church in
Evangelii nuntiande that it is the obliga-
tion given by Christfor all members of the
Church to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ to all nations. This can be seen in
the Resolutions of the VI Session of the
Patriarchal Sobor, which said:

1. As members of the universal Church,
‘we must be open to missionary activity—
evangelization.

2.7o remind the clergy and the faithful
that the missionary field of the UGCC is

‘never restricted by ethnic origin.

‘While most Catholics accept this as a
given, this document was controversial
‘when it was promulgated. Though it was
‘not as controversial as Humane vitae. This
encyclical: reaffirmed Traditional teach-
ing of the Church: that “contraception
‘was a grave attack on human lfe; pro-
hibited all forms of artificial contracep-
tion; reinforced the beauty of, and
reaffirms the dignity of the call to  voca-
tion to the married life; offered practical
guidance to married people on how to
faithfully live the Church’s teachings.

‘Now fifty years later this work is scen
by many as a prophetic message because
the Pope made four predictions arising out
of use of artificial contraception. His pre-
dicted that it would be easy to justify be-
‘havior leading to marital infidelity and a
general gradual weakening of morals.
(See #Metoo); Husbands will become ac-
‘customed to contracepive practices, lose:
respect for their wives and use their wives
for serving their own desires. A dangerous
‘power will be putinto the hands of rulers
‘who care itle about the moral law to use:
contraception to solve certain problems
affecting the nation. (See UN resolutions);
‘Man will come to believe that he has un-
limited dominion over his own body and
over the natural operations of his body.
(See Abortion arguments).

Paul saw some of what was happening
inthe world, and how some ofthe changes
of Vatican Il were being implemented ina
sermon on the Feast of Saint Peter and
Paul on June 29, 1972 stated, “from some.
fissure,the smoke of Satan has entered the
‘Temple of God.” This Pontifftook all the
these happenings on to himself and it
caused him pain, but he never lost hope.

‘He entered his eternal reward on August
6,1978.

Fr Jonathan Morse
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