Jesus Established Leadership for the Church

|atholics may be asked “where in the Bible:do youfind
lhepcpncﬂ" The answer is siznplo and complex at the
samo time. It is complex because’ you have to under-

because it is found in Matthew, 16:13-19:"When Jesus went
into the region of Cacsarea Philippi he asked his disciples,
“Who do peopie say that the Soa of Man is?™

This location was outside the Jowish territorics. It was a
pagan arca. It was bad a notable geographic feature: a buge
rock. From this rock flows water that feeds. into the Sea of
Galiles, which foeds the Josdan River, It was'at this location
that the Aposties answeored the question:*“They replied, “Some
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of the prophets.” He said to them, “But-who &0 you sy that 1

am?’ Simon Peter said in reply, *You are the Messish, the-Son
of the living God." Jesus ssid to bim in reply; ‘Blessed are you,
Simon-son of-Josah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this
%o you, but my heavealy Father™.

There is the daal statement-of Jesus as the Christ and the Son
of the living God. When the Christ responds He refers to Simon
as the soa of Jonah. He affirms Peter's statement of Jesus as the
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(Genesis 41: 38-39)" A person who is
endowed with the spirit of God who

‘made ! this known to you, there is no
one s disceming and wise as you are.
make revelations is both Joseph
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St. John Chrysastor says that the text now focuses oa Simon 12 e

2 inde wsthat Peter did indeod
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-expression of faith thea followed by a p by Jesus.
“And s0 [ sty 10 you, you are-Reter, and upan this rock 1 will
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vail against it.”

There is-a play oo warks in the Greek text (petras and petra);
the wped for “rock™ and “Peter™ is the same. Oug Losd.is say-
ing: *You ase Rock and upon this rock, 1 will build my Chusch'.
This is why the jocation is impoctant. huﬁwhn&d

locse on carth shail bo Jocsed in heaven”

Thege are times when scripture uses the same motsphor in dif-
ferent ways. Christ is our foundation. As-we can socdn the Old
Testamesnt, the stocy of Joseph, comes to mind, in the Jewish
apostles. “Could we find snother like him,"” Pharsoh asied his
servants, “a man so endowed with the spirit of Ged?" So
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you bind o casth shall bo-bound-in‘heaven; and whatever you
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stand the coatext of what cur Lord is saying. It is simple mwu;mm It is better to have this




